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PRISM 1961 - 1990 Mean Annual Predpitation
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PRISM 1961 - 1990 Mean Annual Predpitation
South British Columbia
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Cyclones and Fronts = _ ..

A lot of what is often called “bad weather” is associated
with weather systems that are called cyclones. Cyclones
occur in all regions of the earth. Tropical cyclones are often
severe and can cause substantial damage. A little known fact
is that cyclones also occur quite frequently in the mid-
latitude storm bands.

This satellite picture is a particularly impressive example
which shows 2 strong cyclones near Iceland (top of the
picture). The obvious feature of these storms are their spiral-
shaped bands of thick clouds. Storms like these can produce
a lot rain and wind, similar to hurricanes, to which these
storms bear some resemblance.

So let’s take a closer look at these kinds of storms...
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